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New York Theatre Week 


Guadrille- Coronet 11/3/54 John C Wilson & H M Tennent,Ltd present Noel Coward 
new play starring Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, with Brian aherne, Edna Best,staged by 
Lunt..-Fanny- Mejestio 11/4/54. David Merrick & Josh Logan present a msioel adaption 
of Marcel Pagnol's plays, book by S.N. Behrman & Logan,musio and myrics by Harold 
Rome. With Ezio Pinza, Walter Slezak, Florence Henderson...The Weaker Sex- Open Door 
11/9/54, Musical revue presented this summer in 60 hotels.Plays ‘ues ,Wed,Thur at 

8 30 Pi, Fri at 7 30 and Sat at 7 Phi. 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


The Rainmaker- Cort 10/28/54. Geraldine Page in light comedy role in new N. 
Richard Nash tale was greeted by all but Watts,Post, as a fine acting job in a like- 
able comedy adapted by the author from his own original TV Script. Post man could 
only see it at best a worthy and adventurous striving which often gets out of hand. 
Majority though agreed with Atkinson,Times,who found Ethel Reiner production an en- 
joyable romantio comedy, though he did find the romantic scenes a little sticky.Al- 
bert Salmi was picked es his favorite ourrent ‘comedian by Chapman,News. Entire cast 
shared praise from most. Coleman,Mirror,marked show as a stimulating and rewarding 
experience in playgoing. A delightful piece of fluff and stardust, summed up McGl ein, 
Journel American, NY ocritios were pleasantly surprised that Page turned in such @ 
fine comedy performance. 


The Traveling Lady- Playhouse 10/27/54. Split decision on Horton Foote's play 
presented by the Playwrights Company. Though all NY daily oritios cheered fine act- 
ing performance of Kim Stanley in title roie only half of the~ thought play suffioi 
antly worthwhile for a full evenings Entertainment, Times. sitter OF 
ayed play, while Watts,Post,filed a so-so notice. Atkinson, Imes, found some very 
genuine and poignant scenes,plus the fact that the emotional scenes are worth the 
languors thet stretch in between. Hawkins,wT&S. agrred with majority of dissenters 
that play, originally written for TV,would do better in that medium, Soript is more 
character study than story. Play lacks suspense and surprise,adds McClain, Journal 
American. Like Foote's other plays he writes good soripts that don't quite come off, 
notes Coloman,Mirror, Unforgivably dull, reports Kerr,Herald Tribune. While Watts, 
Post,who found many merits, settled for real and honest,but not very moving. Supp- 
orting cast members also drew split vote,some being praised,some being panned. 

As a result though of the fine personal notices for Kim Stanley the Playwrights Co. 
mpany at @ special meeting raise the young actress to ster billing. 


hyStone for Renny paulewers recommended the Leonard Kan- 
tor play asedOn, He rold Robbins novel presented by H Jacobson and J Adler at the 
Second Avenue and. street showshop. Atkinson,Times,admitted show is composed 
of cheap materials, thought; it’ otriveys moral eernestness worth respecting. 
MoClain,Journal American, approved or it as ea OFT Broadway try only. Majority 
panned it as old fashioned,duli and deted, ‘gahgster film. The many flashbacks tend 
to oonfuse,many complained. Most edmitted nove] was better then stage version. 
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off Broadway ' 


Twelfth Night will be presented 
by “The Shakespearewrights et Jan Hus 
351 E 74 sterting Nov 9..-O0'Casey's End 
of the Boginning and Saroyan's Hello 
Out Shere is being presented ty Hayes 
Regisctmy as a showcase Nov 4-5,11-12 at 
Acrepolis Casino, 310 W S8&. 


Doll's House will be presented 
by Club Theatre Nov 12 at Finch College 
Playhouse 52 E 78.Cast includes Lesley 
Woods and Karl Swenson...A new repert.- 
ory company to present 16th century plays 
has teen formed et Emanuel Presbytrian 
Church, 731 E 6...Clifton James has re- 
placed Reymond Johnson in Way of World 
Judith Peige of Broadway Chapel Play- 
ers' Noah makes her Broadway debut in Abie 
Jrish Rose.,.Tickets for In Splendid Error 


ere on sale at Off Broadway Theatre League 
1551 Broedwey. 


The Heiress will be presented by 
Equity Library Theatre, 331 70 Nov 3-7. 
Directed by Bill Butler cast includes Ba~ 
rnerd Hughes,John MoKey, Mirian Stovell 


British Overseas Airlines newly form- 
ed drema group's production of Present 
Leughter hed « pleasing professional air 
to it rates Farrell,World Telegrem & Sun. 
Project wes directed by and featured Rob- 
ert Trench Thompson, BOAC NY heed. 


Slightly Deliniquent, Blackfriers 


Guild ourrent. production of a new comedy 
by Leo Thomas, was recommended as a plea- 
sent evening's entertainment by a quert- 
et of NY daily reviewers. Gelb,Times,list- 
ed it as a laugh-provoking, if slightly une 
even, play. Lee Stanley, in a minor role, 
turns in one of the funniest,most honest 
performences in the locel theatre, lauds 
Hewkins, World Telegram & sun, Except for 
an ewkwerd first act, Herridge,Post,enjoy 
ed comedy directed by Dennis Gurney. 

Good community theatre, which is all it 


tries to be, reports MoClain, Journel am- 
ericen. 


Goethe's igenie in Tauris will be 
presented by John Hall Players at 342 E 
63 starting Nov 8 by John Hell Pleyers.. 
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TV Notes 


Paneme Hattie with Ethel Merman 
will te presented on CBS TV Best of 
Nov 10...Future progrems of 
Cis: sories will feature Dorothy lic~ 
Gu..3 in Philedelphia Story, end Helen 
Hayes in Arsenic and Old Lace...The 
omen will ts presented on NBC TV Dec 
13 by Fred Coe,no cast named yet...ABC- 
TV hes named Theatre Guild as its TV con-~ 
sultant..Robert E Sherwood has completed 
his fifth one hour TV drama for NBC TV 
entitled "The Fear of God"...Frederio 
March,Basil Rethtone, Ray Middleton will 
be featured in CBS TV Deo 22 "A Christmas 
Carol." 


' Vaudeville 


Jackie Gleasonheads vaudeville | 
show with his entire TV cast starting 
Nov 17 at Paramount. Bobby Hackett will | 
also be part of show...New Palace show 
headed by 11 year old Gene Jimae, also 
on bill are Four Swifts, Moke & Poke, 
Shooting Mansfields. 


' Theatre Book Comments ' 


"The Best Plays 1953-54" edited by 
Louis Kronenterger(Dodd,Mead) picked by 
Down, Variety,as the most decorative of 
the theatre annuals yet issued. Volume is 
embellished with stills, repros of scene 
and costume designs and Hirshfeld draw— 
ings. 


"Theatre 54" edited by John Chapman 
(Random House) mekes similer selections 
of season's shows, Variety mugg notes. But 
volume was chided for skipping,per usual, 
stage meanegers in index listings. 


* West Coast 


one 


Billie Burke appears in tryout of 
Mother Was a Bechelor at Pasedene Play- 
House Nov 1l...Sem Genis will build a 
$5 million thsetre at Wilshire & Fairfax 
in al2 svory Luilding. 


' Green Room Department 


DIRECTORS JOB...Except in rare cases, the direot~: .s the most important single fact- 
or in the success or failure of a play, s ‘arr,Pleaybill. He can make a 
geod play look extremely bed, he can make -aperienced oast look like a high 
school group, Sometimes he oan actually d. .ige a fine performance from a player 
who has never before managed to be more than barely adequate. The director is 
sort of theatrical iceberg, with nine-':nths of his effectiveness submerged in 
the work done before rehearsals start. Requisites of a good director ere intel- 
ligence, sensitivity, executive ebility,tact,taste, a sure sense of the dramatic, 
and a complete knowledge of the problems and working areas of everyone connected 
with the production, Above all he must have inexorable honesty and refuse every 
script in which he does not believe. 


COLUMN TIPS-WILLIAMS...Jeane Williams Kismet showgirl,was fired says Winchell, because 
she wouldn't "date" a certain fellow...She will carry fight to Actors Equity 
against a cast "wolf* who got her fired, adds Wilson...Prodycer eide informs Mo- 
Cord, Herald Tribune, she was fired for not attending rehearsals and missing a 
performanoe, 

CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Wetts,Post, hopes the season will soon present a drama which 
he can "unreservedly" admire...Times drema oritic should do some grim articles 
on hardships of theatre employment rather than his gentle paternalism toward 
young performers, urges Times Mailbeg writer...Considering ali the problems the 
average playwright must face driving a truck isn't such a bad career, notes 
McClain, Journel American, 

PAN SECOND THOUGHTS...Peter Pan is orystel clear as to its point and joyous in its 
execution, sums up Chapman,News. Mery Mertin will never have any enemies for the 
plain reason that she doesn't want any enemies..eThe freedom of adaptation of 
the classic that makes the show the delight it is,delieves Watts,Post,who admits 
he is a current convert to the Barrie tale. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...There's no way for an acior to show what he can do except 
act and be seen however end as often as he can, Kim Stanley, The Traveling Lady, 
told Hewkins, World Telegram & Sun...Audiences are the most important and neo~- 
essary part of my work Ruth Draper tolc Beaufort,Christian Science Monitor. In 
each member of the audience there is something of the artist and something of 
the ohild,with the child's power to pretend. The audience does 50% of the work. 


'. Pros & Cons by TMK " 


The Rainmeker is a rare,treasured 
exemple of a fine TY play being trans- 
formed into an even botter stage play. 
Western fairy tale,billed as a *romentic 
comedy" presents a stage full of fine 
actors having fun,and as every detail 
in the production is perfect, the aud- 
ience has fun to. Geraldine Page hes 
dropped her oft annoying sing~soug voice 
and is wonderfully oomic. 


The Traveling Lady is another drawn 
out tale of sad Southern womanhood.Char- 


acters are kin to author's Trip to Boun- 
tiful. Inspite of three generations of 
fine acting the play is drawn out and 
often boring. Texas women certainly can't 
be as impossible as the author would have 
you believe. 


Slightly Delinquent is a little 
thoetre natural in plot and subject,but 
both script «-i acting are too uneven 
for NY stana:.:..., on or off Broadway. 


| 
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Theatre in hotels and hospitals are providing new. .. of income for actors 
and entertainers. A pilot group of six actors, who cell tismelves Amulet Productions 
are presenting plays one night per week at 24 hotels of the American Hotel Corp. 
The troupe performing in eastern coast spots have boosted hotel food and drink sales 
from $100 to $400 per night. Admission is $1.50. ‘:e American Guild of Variety art- 
ists, on the other hend, will discuss with Se.r+..ry of Defense Charles Wilson the 
plen for employing entertainers in military h vitals in the US. 


Plays 


All Summer Long has moved to the Booth.. King of Hearts is in final 4 weeks 
prior to tour...fhe Lark postponed until next year...Solid Gold Cadillac starts 
Sunday performances Dec 5, and will recess Deo 19-25...Gallows Laughter, a new play 
by Ben Hecht about Maxwell Bodenheim, will be presented next Merch by Harry Saltz- 
man..-«Put Them All Together opens in NY Jan 17...The Wisteria Trees with Helen 
Hayes will close NY City er Winter Season Feb 2...Fanny has decided to allow 
tioket brokers to buy only last four rows for first ten weeks...Parple Dust, Sean 
O'Casey's play, will be prasented at Bijou in Jan by Capalbo-Chase. 


People i 


Paul Henreid will ster in Festival...Parker McCormiok,Tom Helmore signed for 
One Eye Closed..-Kim Stanley reised to star billing in The Traveling Ledy...«Richard 
Kendrick added to Lunatics and Lovers..John Williams joins The Dark Is Light Enough 
.»+David Stewart will be in Anastasia...Karl Malden will star in The Desperate 
Hours.eeGeorge Jean Nathan to wed Julie Haydon...Bob Sylvester to wed Kay Norton, 
reports Kilgeallen,. Barbara Cook signed for lead of Plain and Fancy...Buster Keaton 
returns to Broadway in The Saturday Buse..Arthur Gelb replaces Jack Shanley on NY 
Times Drema Desk, latter named Radio-TV Editor of Times. 


Other Broadways 


Lindsay & Crouse will present Teahouse of August Moon for west ooast tour with 
Burgess Meredithi..Drama,Inc, will present winter <tock season at Milwaukee City 
Cirdle in Feb...Paul Crabtree signed as producinys director of Palm Beach, Fla,Play- 
house...Variety estimates 30 winter stook co..p:aies will play this season. 


Theatre Book Notes 


Random House hes putlished Pajama Game,.."Poetic Drema of Paul Claudel™ by Jo- 
seph Chieri published by P J Kennedy..."Waiting for Godot™ French modern play by 
Samuel Beckett published by Grove Press. 
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